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There has been considerable discussion regarding the rela-
tionship of handedness and eye-dominance to reading. A
definite relationship has not yet been established by experi-
mental work.33 By the time children enter school, they show
differences in the degree to which they use the preferred
hand. There is not, however, an invariable correspondence
between hand preference and eye preference.34 Although
right-eyed children are usually right-handed, right-handed-
ness does not guarantee dominance of the right eye. In
other words, a child may be right-handed and left-eyed.
There was less correspondence between eye-dominance and
handedness in left-handed children. Eye-dominance seems
to be more closely related to reading ability than does hand
dominance.
If a child is not physically or emotionally handicapped and
if he has a good comprehension of oral speech and ability
to use language with precision and clarity he is likely to
learn to read easily. Children who are familiar xvith the
phraseology of stories will anticipate meaning in the stories
they begin to read. As soon as they get a cue to a word
or phrase they will be able to complete it correctly.
Experiences with books and other kinds of reading ma-
terial likewise make for readiness. If the children have
learned to recognize signs and to follow printed directions
in their environment, they will have acquired the idea that
printed words have meaning. Through looking at the book
while someone reads to them they will learn that the eyes
move across the page from left to right and swing back to
the line below. They will be able to get the general mean-
ing of certain frequently recurring words and phrases if the
adult reads slowly and points them out to the child.
'if a child has not had these experiences and acquired a
readiness for reading, the teacher should begin with these
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